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SUBJECT: STATEMENT BY GOVERNMENT OF GILBERT ISLANDS 
CONCERNING CHOLERA 

1 . THE BRITISH EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON HAS REQUESTED US TO 
TRANSMIT THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT CONCERNING CHOLERA 
IN THE GILBERT ISLANDS TO THE TTPI. STATEMENT BEGINS: 

QUOTE DURING THE EARLY DAYS OF SEPTEMBER SEVERAL 
CASES OF UNUSUALLY SEVERE DIARRHOEA ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL 
IN TARAWA RAISED THE POSSIBILITY OF CHOLERA. BY THURSDAY 
8 SEPTEMBER CLINICAL INDICATIONS AND THE RESULTS OF 
LABORATORY TESTS WERE SUFFICIENT FOR THE MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH TO NOTIFY A CHOLERA EPIDEMIC. INTENSIVE PREVENTIVE 
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MEASURES WERE IMMEDIATELY TAKEN. ON TENTH SEPTEMBER 
THE DIAGNOSIS WAS CONFIRMED AND VIBRIO CHOLERAE EL FOR 
INABA IDENTIFIED. THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT CHOLERA 
HAS BEEN REPORTED IN THE GILBERT ISLANDS. 

THE CENTRE OF THE EPIDEMIC HAS BEEN SOUTH TARAWA 
THE CAPITAL OF THE GILBERT ISLANDS WHERE OVER A QUARTER 
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OF THE POPULATION LIVES. THE PIPED WATER SUPPLY 
WAS CONTAMINATED WHICH MAY HAVE ACCOUNTED FOR THE 

EXPLOSIVE NATURE OF THE EPIDEMIC WHICH REACHED A PEAK 
ON 13 SEPTEMBER. 

THE EPIDEMIC SPREAD TO NORTH TARAWA TO WHICH 
THERE IS FREQUENT LAUNCH AND CANOE TRAFFIC ACROSS THE 
LAGOON. THE INFECTION WAS ALSO CARRIED TO ABEMAMA 
BY CHILDREN RETURNING TO SCHOOL AND TO ABAIANG. 

ON BOTH ISLANDS TRANSMISSION WAS LIMITED AND CONTROL 
MEASURES HAVE PROVED EFFECTIVE. THERE HAVE BEEN NO 
CASES ON ABEMAMA FOR OVER A WEEK. 

CHOLERA WAS ALSO CONFIRMED ON TABITEUEAO ON 26 
SEPTEMBER AND HAS BEEN TRACED TO A CONTACT WHO LEFT 
TARAWA ON 5 SEPTEMBER. ALTHOUGH NO CASES HAVE BEEN 
REPORTED FROM THE OTHER SIXTEEN INHABIT ATED ISLANDS 
IT IS POSSIBLE THAT TRANSMISSION TOOK PLACE BEFORE 
INTERISLAND TRAVEL WAS RESTRICTED ON 9 SEPTEMBER AND OUT- 
BREAKS ELSEWHERE MAY YET OCCUR. UP TO 27 SEP 529 
CASES HAD BEEN ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL AND TREATED FOR 
CHOLERA. THERE HAVE BEEN 18 DEATHS OF WHICH 9 WERE 
OUTSIDE HOSPITAL. 

PREVENTIVE MEASURES HAVE CONCENTRATED ON PUBLIC HEALTH 
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EDUCATION AND TREATMENT OF WATER SUPPLIES. IN ADDITION 
THE TOTAL POPULATION OF ISLANDS AT RISK HAVE BEEN 
VACCINATED AND ALL CONTACTS HAVE BEEN GIVEN PROPHYLACTIC 
TREATMENT WITH TETRACYCLINE. SHIPS CREWS AND OTHERS 
ENGAGED IN INTER ISLAND TRADE AS WELL AS ALL PERSONS 
LEAVING THE GILBERT ISLANDS ARE BEING VACCINATED AND 
GIVEN RR PROPHYLACTIC TREATMENT. 

GREAT ASSISTANCE HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THE GILBERT 
ISLANDS HEALTH AUTHORITIES BY THE WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANISATION.THE SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION AND THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF AUSTRALIA, FUI, NAURU AND NEW ZEALAND. 
WITH THE HELP OF PERSONNEL MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND TRANSPORT 
FROM THESE SOURCES AND WITH THE WILLING COOPERATION 
OF THE COMMUNITY, THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH HAS SUCCESSFULLY 
CONTROLLED THE EPIDEMIC. 

EVERY EFFORT IS NOW BEING MADE TO PREVENT CHOLERA 
FROM BECOMING ENDEMIC IN THE GILBERT ISLANDS. THE 
GOVERNMENT PLEDGES ITS COMMITMENT TO THIS CAUSE WHICH 
IS IN THE INTEREST NOT ONLY OF THE GILBERT ISLANDS 
BUT OF THE REGION. THE GOVERNMENT IS CONFIDENT THAT 
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IT CAN DEPEND UPON THE COOPERATION OF NEIGHBOURING 
GOVERNMENTS AND THE GUIDANCE OF WHO IN THE DIFFICULT 
AND LENGTHY TASK AHEAD STATEMENT ENDS. END QUOTE VANCE 
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